
 

February 2012  

On Sunday, February 5th , 

140 million Americans will 

tune in to the Super Bowl 

football game.  There will 

be parties with abundant 

food, friendship and fellowship. At the 

same time, there will be people worry-

ing about staying warm and finding 

shelter and a warm meal. Please join 

people around the country as they 

demonstrate Godõs love by loving their 

neighbors through the Souper Bowl of 

Caring . Itõs a simple, yet significant, act 

of caring for others. Drop $1 (or more) 

in the soup pot as you leave worship on 

February 5th. All donations received 

will go to the Hamilton County Back-

packers . Those who need help may 

not know that you cared, but God will.  

Daffodil Sunday 

 Sunday, March 11th,    

 will be Daffodil Sunday    

 in our church. Sponsored   

 by the American Cancer  

 Society, daffodils will be  

 placed in the sanctuary 

ñIn Memory ofò, ñIn Honor ofò, or ñIn 

Celebration ofò a loved one in the fight 

against cancer. The daffodil, the first 

sign of spring, has been chosen as a 

symbol of hope, the hope of a new  

season--hope for a world free of cancer. 

To order,  please use the form enclosed 

in the Sunday bulletins, or call the 

church office at (402) 694-2017, by 

Monday, February 13, 2012.   

HOME SHOW FOOD BOOTH 

The Senior High Youth Group is 

serving at the Food Booth on  

February 11th & 12th at the 

Home Show held at the Hamilton 

County Fairgrounds in Aurora.  We 

will be serving hamburgers, hot 

dogs, baked potato bar, dessert bars 

and beverages.  Please stop out and 

support us! 
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Souper Bowl of Caring!!  

  Wednesday Lenten Worship time  

             will now be at 7:00pm 
     February 22 through March 28 
 

Our Wednesday night Lenten Offerings 

will be split between our missionary, Pastor 

Dana Nelson in  Lima, Peru, and the High 
School Youth Group to help with expenses 

for their annual mission trip.  Thank you in 

advance for your generosity!!  
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  Cleansing diets seem to be all the rage in Hollywood  
  circles.  Tinsel town whoõs who folk tout the benefits  
  of cleansing oneõs colon, cleansing stress and cleansing  
  toxins from oneõs body.  Interestingly, the practice of  
  fasting has long been part of religious practices for a  
  long time, just in healthier ways.  I mention this as the  
  end of February brings us into the season of Lent.   
 

  The season of Lent gives us pause, time to contemplate and unburden our lives, a form  
  of cleansing, if you will.  Thatõs the purpose behind giving up something for Lentñnot   
  simply to deny ourselves in order to somehow prove ourselves worthy of Godõs grace,  
  but to remind us we donõt have to be driven by our appetites and wants, whether they  
  be food related or lifestyle related.  I know one family that turns off the TV!  This kind  
  of cleansing can often point us to what is really important and essential in life.  Other  
  disciplines in Lent also encourage us to cleanse ourselves of clouded vision in many  
  forms.  Setting aside more intentional times for prayer and Bible reading help clear  
  our focus and strip away distractions.  Intentional acts of service and donations cleanse  
  our thinking of selfish urges and desires; reinforcing the primacy of relationships.   
 
  So how are you going to ôcleanseõ this Lent?  It seems to be the ôhipõ thing to do  
  please note I am not advocating the Hollywood fad cleansing diets).  Let Lent show  
  you this year how when all is cleansed away we see whatõs really important: We need  
  God, we need a Savior, and we need each other.   
 
  Have a good Lent! 
  Pastor Chris 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

February 2012  

Present:  Pastor Sheryl, Pastor Chris, Cami Knust, Barrett Hahn, Cara Penner, Dave Olson, Ray Shanks,  

Harlan Schafer, Mike Stewart, Charly James, Rick Goertzen        

 

Action Items:   

A. 2011 Annual meeting preparations:  

     1.  Council adopted a Building Committee Resolution regarding the building addition: The Church  

          Council recommends that the Building Committee be authorized to enter into a contract with an  

          architect for the purpose of developing plans for a building addition. The building committee is  

          also authorized to secure bids as needed to determine the cost of a building addition. 

     2.  Council approved the agenda for the Annual Meeting.   

B. Lenten Wednesday Worship: Council approved moving the Lenten Wednesday night services from  

           7:30pm to 7:00 pm.     

C.  Budget: Council approved the Budget for the Annual Meeting.    

D. Nominating Committee: Pastor Sheryl reported on the nominations for election at the Annual Meeting: 

President, Ron Mitzel; Treasurer, Barrett Hahn; Education, Cami Knust; Trustee, Rick Goertzen;  

       still looking for Evangelism, Nominating Committee and Synod Delegates.    

 

Pastorôs Report:  Pastor Sheryl reported that Messiah will accept twelve new members during service on  

 January 22nd.   Pastor Chris discussed the GriefShare meetings and Salvation Army bell ringing. 

 

Memorial Committee: Dave reported that we have now received enough donations to the Memorial  

 Committee to move forward with the installation of the new projection system for the sanctuary.   

 The Council voted to authorize the Memorial Committee to proceed with the projection project.     

 

Next meeting will be February 7th at 7:00pm at Pastors Sheryl & Chrisôs home. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Cara Penner 

 

 
 
 

 
We are currently wrapping up the GriefShare support group that we began in the fall.   
We are looking to begin another group starting February 23rd.  This group will be co-led by 
Pauline Hahn and will run 13 weeks ending in May.  If you have been dealing with loss and 
would like some direction or simply a listening ear, check out GriefShare.  These videos offer  
a Biblical perspective and insight along with a chance to share with fellow travelers on this 
ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƎǊƛŜŦΦ  CƛƴŘ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛƪŜΣ ά!Ƴ L ƎƻƛƴƎ ŎǊŀȊȅΚέ  όbƻΣ ōǳǘ 
often people who grieve feel that way.)  How long should I grieve? (Good question, as long  
ŀǎ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎΦύ  ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ-ƳŜŀƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ƳƛǎƎǳƛŘŜŘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜΚέ  όDƻƻŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ 
for the group.)  Take this opportunity to start the next session on February 23rd at 7:00pm 
here at Messiah! 
         Pastor Chris    

     

Messiah Lutheran Church 

Council Minutes - January 17, 2012 

GriefShare to Start Again!!  
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Question:  What is happening right now with the Building Committee?   
 
Answer:  We are in a bit of standstill pending completion of some preliminary schematic drawings that will 
ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎκǿƛǎƘŜǎ όƛƴǇǳǘύ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ aŜǎǎƛŀƘΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ  
the Building Committee.  The Summary of Input has been forwarded to an architect in anticipation of  
contracting for professional service from the same architectural firm that designed our current building.   
The congregation will vote on approval of the architect at the Annual Meeting, February 5, 2012.  The 
Building Committee will kick into high gear once the initial schematic drawings are available as it works to 
ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ άΧǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǎǘΣ 
Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭƛǘȅΧέ   
 
One of the goals of the Building Committee is to present a concept drawing to the congregation as soon as 
possible.  Another goal is to offer in the near future an orientation program to the congregation about the 
collaboration with Mission Builders and solidify the volunteer commitment from the members that is  
necessary to successfully utilize their services.   
 
Thank you to everyone that has provided input to the Building Committee so far.  Special thanks to Duane 
Katt for providing the Committee with extra copies of floor plans of the current building.   
        Bud Wall, Chairman 

Messiah Lutheran Church 2012 Annual Meeting 

The annual meeting for Messiah Lutheran is scheduled for February 5, 2012, following our 9:00am  

Worship service.  According to the by-laws of Messiah, all reports are to be turned in to the Council  

Secretary 30 days prior to the meeting. 

 

Council positions to be elected this year are: President, Treasurer, Trustee-Property, Deacon, and  

Education. Any voting member may nominate someone for office, up until 10 days before the annual  

meeting, providing that the nominee is eligible for office and willing to serve. 

 

The agenda for the annual meeting will be posted 30 days prior to the meeting and closed 10 days prior to 

the meeting.  Ten members may petition the president to propose an agenda item; such petitions must be 

made to the president at least 10 days prior to the annual meeting. Only voting members present may vote 

at the congregational meeting. A voting member is defined in the constitution of Messiah as a confirmed 

member who partakes of communion and contributes to the church.   

 

One important item on this yearôs agenda is a vote by the congregation to approve the hiring of an architect 

for the Building project.   

BUILDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
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How does it feel to be called 

children of God the Most High, 

The King, The Creator?  Yes, 

you are a part of something 

BIG.  Join us as we discover 

our identities as a part of the 

Kingdom of God.  We all 

change and grow from day -to -

day, but imagine a life fully 

aware of our royal identity in 

Christ.  A life so great that 

when we are asked who we 

are, we can answer with great 

confidence, òI am crowned by 

Godó.   

When:  March 9 -11, 2012 

Where:  Carol Joy Hollingõs 
Swanson Retreat Center, Ash-
land, NE  

Details and registration online at 
www.caroljoyholling.org .   

Wild Womenõs Retreat 

Messiah Lutheran Women are continuing their 
monthly program for food donations.  
 
In the month of November, we collected 45 
cans of chicken noodle soup, 31 cans of tomato 
soup, and 4 cans of vegetable soup for the 
Hamilton County Food Pantry.  In December, 
we collected 19 pounds of saltine crackers for 
the Hamilton County Food Pantry.   
 
The months of January & February will be  
dedicated to the Hamilton County Backpackers.  
They are in need of granola bars in January and 
creamy peanut butter in February.  Please leave 
your donations in the box in the Narthex. 
 
THANKS for helping with this worthy cause.  
Your donations are very much appreciated. 
  Cheryl Frickel, MLCW President 

A workshop will be held at the Carol Joy  

Hollingõs Swanson Retreat Center from   

February 26 - 28, 2012 .   

 

This popular retreat is filled with fun  

centered around the Nebraska Synodõs sister 

synod in Tanzania.  In addition to quilting fun, 

there will be morning and evening devotions, 

great food with a Tanzania flair, and lots of 

photo and facts about Tanzania!   

 

This yearõs featured quilting project will be a 

òSquare within a Squareó quilt with ladder 

sashing.  Kits of 36 six-inch squares of  

Tanzanian fabric can be purchased at the  

retreat for $35.00.   

 

Bring a friend or come alone-ñyou are sure to 

leave with great, new friendships!! To register, 

go online to www.caroljoyholling.org.   

TANZANIA Fabric, Fun &  

Facts Workshop  

FOOD DONATIONS   

REMINDER: Adult Choir 

practice is scheduled 

for February 15th at 

8:00pm.  The Choir will 

sing at the 9:00am 

Worship Service on  

February 19th.   

http://www.caroljoyholling.org

