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HAPPY NEW YEAR 2012
Messiah

Contributions

I n te rF e f\,\ﬁ\ Please remember that if
S ) X you are planning to make

g 7 ayear -end contribution to

o'“%,\ Messiah, the IRS requires

= that we must receive it by
December 31, 2011. If you

are mailing a contribution, it must

be postmarked by December 31,

2011, in order for our treasurer to be

able to include it on your 2011 year -

* end giving statement. The office

% will be open on December 30th until

3:00pm for your convenience.

To everyone who has made a
.. contribution to the ministry of
" Messiah in the past year, we want
%E( to say oOoOThank You! 6 for
generous giving.

When: Sunday, January 29
Time: 6:00 U 9:00 p.m.
Place: Leadership Center

TIME AND TALENT SHEETS

Bring your swimsuit, towel,

games and a snack to share. a%%s If you have not already filled out the new Time
& Talent sheets for 2012, please stop by the of-
fice and pick one up. We would like to have

Messiahé6s cure for t| O PETFRR fgl RIE Oyt, even if there are no
» changes from last year. Thank You!!




| From Black Friday to Good Fritda&yphrase has been rattling around in my brai
J/ since Thanksgiving weekend when so much was made in the media abygoti Black F
know, the Friday after Thanksgiving when most stores and peopiefbtheially kick

W Christmas shopping season.
I t his t he

was intrigued year to read
the day most stores expect to go from red to black, because Christmas is when the
majority of retailers finally turn a profit.

For mariy and not just retaifeiShristmas is the highlight of thelyganterestingly enough and this may (or may n
surprise you, for Christians, Christmas is not the highlightesfpmaialsathe church yaarhighlight of our year is
Good Friday and Easter.

Many people feel worn out and exhausted following @lerigifitseso highly anticipated are unwrapped and perhaj
found wantirigthe picture perfect Christmas we longed for, turned out to be anything butgpidtare@adeaat

we are reminded that food and drink and things are too often fleeting. Add to that the dark, cold days of wint
struggle to feel upbeat in the face of a new year.

Which is why | think it is helpful to remember that there is more to Christmas than gifts quickly forgotten and
celebrations that rarely turn out tHatthaatythere is more to Christmas than a cute little baby born in a manger, t
world would just as soon forget.

| guess thatodés why | found myself coming agdgiai n a
became for me, a way to keep the focus on thie foigipldesus had only come as aftheblgad not willingly made
his way to the cfodsit were not for Good Fridthe day in which God in Jesus Christ paid the debt for our sin, sc
we might be free andicl@athe black, so to speahdl if God had not raised Jesus from the dead, then we would
have reason to despair.

But because of Good Friday and Easter, we know t
it entaild there is the promise that God has entered into our world and paid thdiptinze fer bas Sireen the
power of sin and dadhd freed us to live resurrecteéd livegs e s t hat don Gitlivebthatfimd t o |
meaning in things more lasting than the material thingsfofitres wiojdg and hope because they are grounded in
Jesus Christ, who not only was born on this earth, but lived, died and was risen for us!

So as we enter into this New Year, let us remember, that in Jesus, we have received thdigaegifeapyift of all ti
limited to one day or season offthe gifiawho goes with us into this new year and who promises to be with us I
after the memories of this yeards Christmas has

Have a Blessed New Year!!l
Pastor Sheryl

H MEMBER BOARD PICTURES |

We are oO0cleaning housed in the office and cam
previously onthe Member Board in the hallway. If you are interested, just stop by the office

and see if we have one of your family. If they are not claimed by February 1st, we will dispose

of them. Thank you.

January 2012



Messiah Lutheran Church

Council Minutes- December 6, 2011

Present Pastor SheryRastor Chris, Cami Knust, Barrett Hahn, Cara Penner, Dave Olson, Ray Shanks,
Harlan Schafer

Action Items:

A. Budget CommitteeA meeting is scheduled for January 5, 2012, at 7:00pm.

B. Audit Committee Nominee®ill Mersch and Zach Fowler were appointed to the Audit Committee.

Diane Gowen was previously appointed.

C. Building Committee: Three priorities were decided upon: expanding the Narthex, adding education
space, and improving the sound quality in the Fellowship Hall. Next meeting is scheduled for Monday,
December 19, 2011.

D. Proposed changes to Building Use Contraghanges approved to the Building Use Contract.

Past or s 6Padtoe Pheryl discussed the distribution of Thrivent dollars. Council voted to split the
monies between High School Youth, Confirmation camp, and the Projection project. Pastor Chris
discussed GriefShare and Confirmation.

Stewardship Report: Discussed Consecration commitments. Thank you letters were sent to those who
made commitments. We are still receiving cards in the mail.

Assignments:
A. Council members will sack candy bags for the Christmas program following the December 11th service.

B. Committee Chairs are responsible for getting their Annual Reports to Robin by January 5, 2012.
Next meeting will be January 17, 2012 at 7:00pm

Respectfully Submitted,
Cara Penner
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BUILDING COMMITTEE REPORT:
The Messiah Building Committee held its first meeting October 2, 2011. Since that time, the Committee

v HPPY Az 50t

has had a total of six meetings, one of which wa
with members of the congregation, and one of which was with the architects that designed our current
buil ding. Additionally, the Committee has recei

The focus of all these meetings was to compile a list of needs/wishes/opinions/suggestions relative to the
building addition. Approximately 40 unique items for consideration were submitted for the Building
Committee to review and prioritize. The expectations are generally reasonable and the variables are many.
The Building Committee is now ready to collaborate on design with a professional architect and will be
requesting approval of the congregation at the Annual Meeting on February 5th to enter into a contractual
arrangement with an architect. One of the Commi
the architect that incorporates the majority of the needs/wishes submitted to the Building Committee.

Bud Wall, Chairman
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The Poinsettias in the Sanctuary this year are given by:

Mike & Diane Stewart in Memory of Doris Bradley & Vern Stewart
The Sautter family in Memory of Lori R. Sautter
Virginia Geu in Memory of Herb Geu
Bud & Luana Wall in Memory of Terry Rieke
Glenn & Nancy Obermeier in Memory of Elmer Obermeier & Robert Rauert
Harlan & Peg Schafer in Memory of Roma Hoegh & Rod Schafer
Tyme family in Memory of Bert Schultz & Johnathon Gerberding
Olson family in Memory of Clifford & Gladys Olson

2011 S UNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS FROGRAM

If you would like a copy of the 2011 Sunday childrens
School Christmas Program, call or email the
church office, or sign up in the Narthex.
Cost is $1.50 per copy.

2012 Annual Meeting

The annual meeting for Messiah Lutheran Church is scheduled for February 5, 2012, following our 9:00am
Worship service. According to the4gws of Messiah, all reports are to be turned in to the council secretary
30 days prior to the meeting.

Council positions to be elected this year are: President, Treasurer, FRuspesty, Deacon, and Education.
Any voting member may nominate someone for office (up until 10 days before the annual meeting) provid-
ing that the nominee is eligible for office and willing to serve.

The agenda for the annual meeting will be posted 30 days prior to the meeting and closed 10 days prior to
the meeting. Ten members may petition the president to propose an agenda item; such petitions must be
made to the president at least 10 days prior to the annual meeting. Only voting members present may vote
the congregational meeting. A Voting member is defined in the constitution of Messiah as a confirmed mem
ber who partakes of communion and contributes to the church.

One i mportant item on this yeards agenda i s a Vo
for the Building Addition project.

January 2012



GOODIE BOXES “ New Member Sunday

\ The Messiah Youth Group
s

Messiah will be welcoming several new

W°U|d like to thank everyone members into our church family on Sunday,
& for their generous donations January 22". If you are interested in
for this year ds 0 Gigeeohihgea mBnobkr@fav@ssiah, please talk
J We mailed out 20 boxes on to Pastor Sheryl or Pastor Chris if you have
December 8th to our students away in college. not already done so.

The Youth Group is so blessed to have such a
supportive church family!! Thanks again!!

Young Adult Luncheon
Altar Flowers
, 3 On Sunday, January

The new flower chart is up! If you have a 22" we would like to
special day in the months to come and » Invite any young

: - ~ adult (married or
would like to put flowers on Altar single), who is interested, to join Pastors

the Altar, please sign-up on tFlOW@”S g Sheryl and Chris at Pizza Hut around
flower chart that is hanging c 11:30am. We have several young adults
the bulletin board in the hall, 75 worshipping at Messiah and simply want
or call the office at 692017. “* to provide an opportunity for you to meet
and get to know one another better.

Simply Giving Red Cross Bloodmobilg

Would you like to Simplify Your
Giving? Then stop by the church office to

The Hamilton County Red Cross Blood

) N . . mpbile will at the Aurora United
S|gn up f_or_oS|mp|y G'V'ngl\/Pethodist hon auar23&24,
0Simply Givingo6? —1108s an 583 §dn1'1:30an?-5:388. Rdpoint-
way to make your regular contributions to ments can be made by calllng Patti Kell at
our cor_lgregatlon through autqmat_ed (402) 631-8642. Donors can walk in with-
grving. The o0Simply Givi ng8naBpbifrAeht2lt mhyshave to wait.

designed to help you conveniently, consist-
ently and joyfully give financial gifts to our

congregationds ministry. .
the program, you can use electronic funds 1St Communlon

transfer to give your weekly, semi -monthly,

or monthly offering. For those who travel a 1st Communion Classes will be held
lot or for those who dislike writing out during the Sunday School hour starting
checks, this is a particularly helpful way of on January 8th, and continuing the 15th

keeping up with your intended offerings.
To learn more or to sign up, just call the
church office at 6942017.

and 22nd. 1st Communion Sunday will
be on Sunday, January 29th.
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Salvation Army Bell Ringing
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